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Hold the end of the string very 
steady and concentrate. It will swing in 
ever enlarging clockwise circles when 
you are directly over the lode! 
Gingerly, we climbed out of the 
bewhiskered old fellow's small boat, 
Ian with the dowse clutched in his fist.   
In the morning he was gone, and we 
never saw him again.  Over the years, 
as I watched my son grow, I have 
reminisced, and occasionally 
wondered, "What ever became of the 
prospector and his old boat?" 

 It was July 1986, in the days of 
dawning awareness for Ian. He was 5 

 

Ian and the Old Prospector  – Larry Gorman P 

From the Helm – by Cdr. Adrian Dwyer 
 
  Training sessions will be held at Resurrection Catholic High School again this 
fall. As of July 30 we have received word regarding what nights we will be able to 
hold registration for the fall training session. Fall registration nights will be Thursday, 
September 5 and Thursday, September 12, from 1900 hrs. ( 7:00 p.m.) to 2100 hrs. 
(9:00 p.m.) both nights.  

We have set up a squadron web site. Please see the article in this issue re our web 
site and make a point of bookmarking it on your browser and visiting it often. We 
expect this will be a great help in answering questions about the Squadron and our 
Training Courses. We plan to post all training courses that are being offered as well 
as the High and Dry and other items that are of interest to all squadron members. 

Our Spring Boating Course had eleven successful students who will be receiving 
their diplomas in the near future.  

Just a reminder about the Marep Program. Please contact Fred Hicks at 579-2367 
if you have anything to report, or if you want help in determining your sightings to be 
a valid report.  

Watch the Web site for notice of our fall advertising program. We will be in the 
Boat-Bike-RV issue of the Auto Trader in late August and on Radio as well as in The 
PennySaver. We also plan to be doing an interview with CKWR Community Radio 
which would be aired in late August.  

In closing I hope you are enjoying the summer holidays and a safe boating season. 

1/2 then, always in a lifejacket when 
anywhere near the water, and very 
interested in new surroundings, but not 
yet fully comprehending all these new 
experiences. 

Cruising boats were a little smaller; 
there were more character boats, and a 
space could always be found at the town 
dock. Little Current had yet to undergo 
any significant transformations.  In those 
days Spider Bay was an undeveloped 
marshy backwater, not a modern marina. 
Most towns had not yet learned to cater 
to tourist aesthetics.  No fancy light 
standards, banners, landscaped 

waterfront park, or patio bars. Just the 
traditional monument to the fallen 
soldiers of the Great War with the 
memorial bandstand, and the grassy 
verge, where the GLCC was eventually 
to put its commemorative plaque.  The 
ice cream store was still up the hill. A 
reward awaiting determined ice cream 
addicts, like me.  It was always a race 
to see who demolish it first, the blazing 
sun or me.  None of the retail shops 
were air-conditioned. 
        After idle days at anchor, 
exploring, rowing about, and 
swimming and with a full crew to feed, 
it was again time to make port for 
supplies. Leaving our anchorage, after 
the dew had finally evaporated from 
the decks, a light wind carried us east.  
By late afternoon we were comfortably 
secured along side the dock. 
        In those days the cruising traffic 
was much lighter, so that dock space 
was usually available immediately on 
arrival.  Wally's Town Dock Service 
was still actually managed by the real 
Wally. In the heat of the day the first 
mate and her two apprentices, Laura 
and Julie headed into town, while Ian 
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Editorial 
 

What a great summer we’ve been enjoying. After a cool spring 
and what seemed like an endless wait, the hot summer weather is 
finally here. I trust that all of you have been able to enjoy many 
wonderful days on the water with your friends and family. 
Whether your time is spent power boating, sailing, fishing, or 
enjoying other water sports, remember to put safety first and be 
conscientious ambassadors for our squadron.  

This is a historic issue because it represents the last mass 
mailing of the High and Dry to all squadron members. Dave 
Allan has done a wonderful job of developing an interesting and 
informative squadron website. We are planning to post future 
issues of the High and Dry on the website thus eliminating the 
cost of printing and mailing the newsletter to all our members. 
This represents a substantial savings for the squadron and allows 
us to move into the electronic age and provide more instant 
communication with our membership. Please be sure to read the 
special announcement in this issue and mark our website in your 
favourite bookmarks for regular access. However, if you do not 
have internet access please send me a note and we will continue to 
provide you with a printed copy of future issues.  

Be sure to enjoy the article Ian and the Old Prospector 
written by Larry Gorman. It is a thought-provoking article that 
reminds us of the importance of taking time to enjoy all the 
wonderful experiences that we can with our families and friends. 
Take time this summer to savour those special moments with your 
family members and significant others. Time moves on so quickly 
and the moments taken to enjoy a quiet evening sunset, a 
stimulating hike, a casual conversation around a campfire, or a 
meditative moment to admire nature’s wonder build lasting 
memories and contentment that last a lifetime.   

Finally, I wish to thank all of you who have taken the time to 
submit articles, recipes, and other interesting items that have 
helped to make the High and Dry successful. Be sure to continue 
to share your ideas. I would especially like to hear about your 
boating experiences this summer so that we can include them in 
upcoming issues and warm the cold winter months that lie ahead 
with some pleasurable boating memories.  

 
The High and Dry is the official newsletter of the Kitchener-
Waterloo Power and Sail Squadron and is published bi-monthly. 
To make contributions to the High and Dry please contact the 
editor in one of the following ways— 
 
 mail:   The High and Dry 
     68 Riverside Drive, Box 43 
     New Hamburg, ON 
     N0B 2G0 
 
 telephone: (519) 662-2861 
  

 e-mail:  rbren@golden.net 
 

 website:  http://www.kwpowerandsail.ca 
 

We are now online at… 
http://www.kwpowerandsail.ca 
 
Dave Allan has done a wonderful job of setting up a web 
site that is easy to navigate and contains many interesting 
and valuable items of information for all squadron 
members. Be sure to visit it and add it to your list of 
favourite internet bookmarks. 
 
Beginning with the next issue we are planning to make 
the High and Dry available on our web site. This will be 
a significant financial saving for our squadron since it 
will eliminate the cost of printing and mailing the 
newsletter. However , if you do not have access to the 
internet please send a note to the editor  and we will 
continue to provide a pr inted copy of future issues of 
the High and Dry. (PS. Internet access is available to the 
public at Community Access Centres located at all public 
libraries throughout the province.) 
 

Announcing… 
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Kid’s Corner 
 
How to Make Your Own Compass  
by Elyse Cole  
from http://www.iGranparents.com 
 
You can make a compass very similar to the kind that early 
navigators used hundreds of years ago. To make your own 
compass, gather thefollowing materials: 
 

A thin, wire-like piece of steel, such as a sewing needle or 
paper clip. 
Something small that will float like a small piece of 
styrofoam 
A dish 20 – 30 cm in diameter, with about 2 cm of water in 
the 
bottom. 
A magnet. 
 

First, magnetize the thin piece of steel by rubbing it against the 
magnet about 20 times. Be careful to always stroke the magnet in 
the same direction with the needle. Then, place the float in the 
middle of the dish of water, and center the magnetic wire on the 
float. Be sure to have the dish of water on a steady table top. The 
magnetized needle will turn until it points to the north. 
 
 

Handy Tips 
 

1. Before closing up for the week, spray ‘Lysol’  around 
the cabin and under the canvas top.  This keeps the 
boat smelling fresh and the spiders away. 

2. Keep ‘Bounce’  in any drawers or cupboards on board, 
it helps eliminate smell and dampness.  This also 
works well when storing the boat over the winter. 

3. If you are serving canned food on the boat, an easy 
way not to dirty dishes is to: open the can, peel off the 
label and use the BBQ as your source of heat.  Always 
remember to stir the food and to use an oven mitt. 

4. Use pink and green highlighters to highlight day 
beacons on your strip charts.  This makes them easier 
to spot. 

5. If you have a GPS, number your waypoints. Mark 
your waypoint directly on your chart in pencil. Circle 
the number to make it more visible.   

6. Even if bilge is dry, add a few capfuls of bilge 
cleaner.  This will keep the bilge clean and smelling 
fresh. 

7. Cut the bottom off a 4-litre jug of windshield washer 
fluid. This makes a great catch can when changing oil 
and fuel filters. 

Regalia  

CPS Member Flag 8”  x 13”  $10.00 
CPS Member Flag 12”x 20”  $11.00 
Squadron Burgee $15.00 
CPS Tote Bag $10.00 
Cotton Baseball Cap $12.00 
Denim Shirt with CPS logo $40.00 
Nylon Zip Jacket with CPS logo $48.00 
Fleece Vest with CPS logo $50.00 

 
To order Regalia items, please contact our Regalia Officer, 
Sandi Little, by calling (519) 653-1985. All prices quoted 
above include applicable taxes. 

 

 
 

Squadron Cookbook 
 
…your contributions are needed!  
 
Diane Allan is in the process of compiling a 
squadron cookbook as a special fund raiser for our 
squadron. Please submit your favourite recipes to 
Diane so that they can be included. All contributions 
are welcomed and will help to make this fund raising 
event a success. E-mail your contributions to 
ballan@golden.net or call Diane at 576-0749. 
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Galley Gourmet 
 
Greek Pork Tender loin Salad - Serves 4  
 
1 lb. pork tenderloin  
1 tsp. fresh oregano  
1 1/2 tsp. red wine vinegar  
1 1/2 tsp. olive oil  
1 garlic clove, crushed  
1 (8 oz) carton fat-free yogurt  
1 1/2 c. peeled, sliced cucumber, divided  
1 tblsp. chopped fresh dill  
Cooking spray  
4 c. torn romaine lettuce  
1/2 c. thinly sliced onion, into rings  
1/2 c. radishes, thinly sliced  
2 med. tomatoes, cut into 8 wedges  
1 med. green pepper, cut crosswise, into 12 rings  
8 ripe olives, pitted  
2 tblsp. (1/2 oz.) crumbled feta cheese  
2 tsp fresh mint  
 
1. Trim fat from pork. Combine vinegar, oregano, oil and garlic 
in a shallow dish; stir well. Add pork, turning to coat. Cover and 
marinate in refrigerator for 30 min. turning occasionally  
2. Put yogurt, 1/2 c cucumber and dill in a food processor. 
Process 10 sec. or until smooth. Set dressing aside.  
3. Prepare grill. Remove pork from dish, reserving marinade. 
Place pork on grill coated with cooking spray. Cover and grill 
30 min. or until internal temperature reaches 160 degrees. Brush 
periodically with the reserved marinade. Thinly slice pork and 
set aside.  
4. Place 1 c. lettuce on each of 4 plates, top each salad with 1/4 
of pork. 1/4c. cucumber, 1/4 of onion, 2 tblsp. radishes, 4 
tomato wedges. 3 bell pepper rings, and 2 olives. Sprinkle with 
feta cheese and mint. Use approx. 6 tblsp. dressing over each 
salad. Serve immediately.  
Calories 252 Fat 8.2 g 
  
Submitted by Diane Allan 

Ian and the Old Prospector – continued from page 1 
and I secured dock lines.  Determined by seniority, all the 
children had clearly defined, and jealously protected docking 
tasks.  Ian was very good at curling the excess lines into 
Flemish coils, so this was his apprentice level endeavour. The 
dock strollers always paused a moment to admire his rather 
unique work. 
        While tidying our lines I glanced offshore to see a small 
boat in difficulty.  It appeared to be snagged on the port hand 
spar buoy near the far west end of the harbour. A single 
hander was trying, with minimal success, to get free.  His 
small craft was very unstable, and the bow dipped 
precariously as he stretched forward.  So we rowed out to 
offer help. 
  The wind had picked up considerably so he had decided it 
best to drop anchor off shore.  But the bottom here is boulder 
strewn and the small anchor soon dragged.  He was now 
tangled in the spars mooring chain.  Using our dingy and 
reliable 2 horsepower Evinrude, we soon cleared his line and 
towed him to a dock spot. 
        Later, Ian and I took the traditional stroll up the dock, to 
"check out the boats", and perhaps meet our new associate.  
There sitting in his cockpit sipping tea, sat the grizzled 
captain.  So we paused to chat awhile.  His craft appeared to 
have spent much of its life pulled up in the bush.  It was a 
rather decrepit looking plywood sloop, about 16 feet from 
stem to stern, and very obviously a homebuilt project, the 
dream of some previous visionary sailor.  On the transom was 
a small vintage outboard. The rig and sails looked extremely 
tired 
       He matched the looks of someone who had seen a lot of 
frontier life of an earlier era.  In fact, he related subsequently 
that he had participated in several gold rush scenarios around 
the world, including the Yukon and Calgoorlie Australia.  As 
he seemed to enjoy company, we struck up a conversation.  
Very young children, like dogs on a leash, are real icebreakers.  
In short order we were invited aboard his modest craft, for tea 
and juice.  Ian marveled at the simple surroundings.  I was in 
awe. While tea was brewed the stories unfolded. This semi-
retired prospector lived in the vicinity of Blind River.  He had 
only recently patched up 
this craft.  Evidently time was short and so only basic repairs 
had been completed.  Launch had even preceded the missing 
coat of fresh paint. 
        As with many of this generation he had left school in his 
early teens to pursue the imminent adventures that are 
perceived by youth.  Thus it came to be that he had chased 
dreams of gold all around the world, and was even at this 
advanced age, still an inveterate prospector of "the old 
school", heading out into the bush on hunches and applying 
intuition in his searches for wealth. As the day chilled, we all 
squeezed into the utilitarian cabin.  He seemed quite pleased to 
have the company, and in particular a rather mesmerized 
youngster, who sat quietly, his blond head protruding above 
his life vest. After a pause to pour more tea, his tale continued. 

…continued on page 5 
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Ian and the Old Prospector – continued from page 4 
The old gentleman asked Ian if he had ever heard of 

dowsing for gold.  Dowsing?? He didn't even know that there 
was such a word.   With this the old prospector fished around 
among tins of food on the lone shelf, for a piece of string.  
Further rummaging in his collection of bits and pieces 
produced a somewhat rusty 1/4 inch nut which, with some 
difficulty, he tied to the end of the string.  This took an effort 
as his fingers were gnarled with the signs of advancing 
arthritis and his hands were not steady. All the while he was 
explaining how, with concentration, the nut would begin 
slowly to revolve clockwise on the string, an indicator that the 
lode was nearby.  And this eventually did begin to happen.  

The old fellow then offered the rig to Ian.  To my 
amazement it eventually began again to slowly revolve, but 
counterclockwise.  The young lad seemed rather taken with 
events.  So I was not about to inquire as to the precise cause 
for this reverse movement.  He told me much later that he 
wasn't sure which way was clockwise!  . 

Evening shadows were getting longer.   Our friend had lit a 
simple candle set into an old can, part of a past meal. He 
pulled a tin of sardines from the shelf and asked if we were 
hungry. It seemed prudent to excuse ourselves and head back.  
The generous offer to share his meager food supply was 
graciously refused. Sadly, my plans for a return visit were not 
to be.  In the early dawn, the old timer had quietly departed. 

Ian is now a young man, and to my surprise, has some 
recollections of this event.  It was one of many adventures we 
enjoyed during that, and subsequent summers. 

For all of you out there cruising with young kids, I 
encourage you to help them with a diary of their summer 
experiences. They grow up too soon.  Memories of family 
adventures grow dim, in the accelerated pace of life as it is 
today. 
 
Larry has been a K-W/CPSS member for 24 years, an occasional instructor 
of Basic Boating, Seamanship Sail, Piloting, and Weather. He has also had 
various articles published in The High and Dry and GAM, as well as the 
Midland Bay Sailing Club newsletter. He has sailed Georgian Bay-North 
Channel with his family for almost 2 1/2 decades 
 
 

Nautical Talk 
Here are a couple of interesting ideas:  
 
Problem: 
Tying to shore is both convenient and quick. However, it opens 
up opportunities for unwanted visitors – squirrels, mice, etc. – to 
walk aboard your boat with relative ease.  
Solution:  
Carry a large 15 inch diameter plastic collapsible funnel in your 
bilge and fit it over the line tied to shore (open end towards 
shore) about halfway along the line. Secure in place with two 
small bits of rope knotted around the line to prevent the funnel 
moving up or down the line. Unwelcome visitors will have a 
difficult time negotiating the slippery plastic and often end up in 
the drink.  
Problem:  
What to do when the clip or bracket on your fire extinguisher 
breaks or won’ t stay latched.  
Solution:  
Head for the lumber yard, extinguisher in hand, and find a PCV 
pipe that it’ ll fit into. Cut an appropriate length leaving one end 
cut square (the bottom to be fitted with a ¾”  plywood bottom 
inside the pipe and screwed into place) and the other end cut on 
a 45 degree angle so the extinguisher handle is easily accessible. 
Mount the tube to your bulkhead and slip the extinguisher 
inside. The depth of the PVC holder prevents it from coming 
out, the sides prevent it from rolling around and yet it is easily 
removed and used without having to undo and fumble with a 
“ fricken-fradden-frustratin”  clip.  
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Classifieds 
 
For  Sale - 1999 Doral Ibizza 220 C/C Platinum Series powered 
by a 150 hp Yamaha VMAX (less than 40 hours), Bimini with 
full weather enclosure, VHF, depth sounder/fish finder, live 
wells, E-Z load trailer, full winter custom tarp, showroom 
condition, replacement value $44,000, asking $33,000 (no 
GST), best fish & ski boat on the market. Call Peter at (519) 
579-9682 or email pmfitton@rogers.com 
 
For  Sale – Zeppelin Inflatable - 3 person roll-up model - 
aluminum floor - 8’  9”  length with 5’  beam - folded 
dimensions 3’6”x2’x1’3” . Complete with carrying bag - bench 
seat - paddles - pump - towing rings - bridle. Used only for a 
few weeks and stored indoors - new condition. Nissan 5 hp 
motor with less than 5 hours - not quite broken in. Replacement 
value over $3,800.00. Selling for $2,700.00. Call (519) 664-
2509 or e-mail 133w@rogers.com 
 
For  Sale– 1978 11’  Boston Whaler, console steering and shift, 
full cover, oars, and gas tank. Boat is rigged for davits. 
Powered by a 1988 25 hp. Suzuki. Asking $4700.00. Will 
consider trade for 16’  Boston Whaler or similar without motor. 
Please call Kurt at 519-744-2861 or 519-746-2056 after 6 pm. 
 
For  Sale - Rebuilt Mercury Prop 15" dia. # 48-58426A4 RT 
23" Pitch. Excellent condition. $45.00. Phone Bill McMillan 
519-621-1723 
 
For  Sale - Teak hi-lo table, large Danforth anchor, brass ship’s 
clock and barometer, large chrome ship’s bell, hand held 
compass, heavy duty fresh water pump, Sandpiper depth 
sounder, two Canadian flags, plus numerous older Chris Craft 
pieces.  Phone:  Barry Holden at (519) 579-3985. 
 
Remember : Squadron members may place classified ads in the 
High and Dry free of charge. If you have nautical items that 
you wish to advertise, please submit them so that they can be 
included in our next issue. Not only are the classifieds for sale 
items; you may also announce nautical items that you wish to 
buy or trade. 
 

Coming Events 
 

Negotiations with the Waterloo District Catholic School 
Board have been completed and we will once again be able to 
hold our squadron classes at Resurrection High School. 
However, the cost of renting space at the school has increased 
so we will have to reevaluate course costs to cover this 
additional expense.  Please check our website at 
http://www.kwpowerandsail.ca frequently to be informed of 
the latest course offerings and fees.  

 
Registration for the fall courses will occur on…  
 
Thursday,  September  5,  2002 at 1900 hrs and 
 
Thursday,  September  12,  2002 at 1900 hrs. 
 
Please mark these dates on your calendar and plan to 

attend one of the two registration sessions. 
 

2002/2003 Bridge Executive 
Commander (Cdr) Adrian Dwyer P 747-3895 

Executive Officer (Lt/C)   

Training Officer (Lt/C) Glenn Shugg N 894-5335 

Treasurer (1st Lt) Bryan Hodgert AP 699-4281 

Secretary (1st Lt) Ellen Num P 579-6436 

Public Relations Officer (1stLt) Fred Hicks S 579-2367 

Marep Officer (1st Lt) Wil Scherer 743-5274 

Membership Officer (1st Lt) Bill Allan JN 576-0749 

Asst. Training Officer (1st Lt) Diane Allan 576-0749 

Asst. Training Officer (1st Lt) Gary Ritz N 743-4424 

Asst. Training Officer (1st Lt) Allen Rogers AP 658-9557 

Asst. Training Officer (P/Cdr) Dave Bricker S 696-3105 

Past Commander (P/Cdr) Roger Little S 653-1985 

Electronic Comm. (1st Lt) Fred Hicks S 579-2367 

High and Dry Editor Richard Brenneman 662-2861 

Regalia & Supply Officer (Lt) Janice Scherer P 743-5274 

Photographer (Lt) Allen Rogers AP 658-9557 

Environment Officer (Lt)   

Port Captain (Lt) Greg Pilecki P 895-1833 

 
Bridge/Executive meetings are regularly held on the secont 
Tuesday of each month. Meetings are held at the Ratz-
Bechtel Family Centre, 621 King St. W., Kitchener, and 
begin promptly at 7:30 pm (1930). Any member of CPS is 
entitled to attend or make a presentation at any executive 
meeting without prior notification. Indeed, our squadron 
encourages the membership to participate. However, it 
would be appreciated, if you have an item to be included in 
the meeting program, to let the Commander know 
beforehand, so that the schedule can be adjusted. 


